Donald Macdonald has written what will surely be regarded as one of the

most authoritative works ever to be published on the history of the Island of
Lewis.

The twenty-four chapters cover a wide variety of subjects and events from
prehistoric times through the Norse period, the clan feuds and the various
proprietorships up until the present day, with every aspect of life carefully
examined.

The many years of research involved in compiling this book was
undertaken with a great affection and respect for a heritage which has long
been neglected by the educational system.

However, there is a stirring of life in Lewis today, and the people have a
genuine desire to learn more about their forebears who contributed so
much to the development of the Island with little to compensate them for
their labours.

This book will provide an important reference for everyone interested in
the history of Lewis and establish a sound basis for further research.

Donald Macdonald was born in 1904 in the village of North Tolsta, a
crofting-fishing community on the Island of Lewis.

On leaving the village school, he completed his secondary education at the
Nicolson Institute in Stornoway and then attended Glasgow University
where he graduated M.A. and was also awarded a blue for shinty.
After teacher training at Jordanhill College, he came to Edinburgh where
he taught for the next forty-one years, serving in deaf, primary, secondary
and Further Education schools, and for a time during the War, in a pre-air
crew Training Centre.

For seven years, he was a Further Education Headmaster, and twenty
years a Headmaster in Primary Schools, the last of which was Corstorphine
in Edinburgh where he spent fourteen years until his retiral in 1970.
Donald Macdonald is a fellow of the Royal Scottish Geographical Society
and a fellow of the Educational Institute of Scotland.

The map of Lewis on the cover is reproduced by kind permission of John Bartholomew & Son
Ltd., Edinburgh
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. Students were then nomi

nsuccessful, a new system was adopted. Stu inated b
gccondary Education Committee on the report of the school managers a);l :
teachers. (69) The amount awarded to su_ccessful students was barely suffj st
to support them in Stornoway. In 1919, it was £18 per annum; £6 at the enq of

each term. : : :
Children who had to walk home as far as eighteen miles on Friday evenip gs

and the same distance back to school on Sunday afternoons, endured mych,
hardship. During the school year, some travelled from 1,200 to 1,400 miles
mostly on foot, with the occasional ride in a cart or gig. 2

Those who stayed in lodgings in town, were fortunate in having a Welfare
Officer from the Edinburgh Ladies’ Highland Association to take an interest
in them in times of sickness, and in the promotion of social activities in the haj|
of the Sandwick Road Building on Friday and Saturday nights. Later, hoste]s
were provided for pupils who had to stay in town.

For a long time, there were no continuation classes in Lewis. Young lads
who joined the Militia were given instruction in the three R’s, but the girls were
not given any instruction in subjects necessary to them such as Cookery
Housewifery and Needlework. (70) 3

By 1910, some classes in Navigation were held in schools like Knock, where

ten pupils were learning navigation and signalling. Similar classes were held in
Breasclete, where the sole teaching aid was a mariner’s compass. 71)
Gardening was also taught in some schools.
The two World Wars made the young men and women realise the importance
of technical knowledge, and as a result, the Domestic Science College for Girls
at Duncraig, near Kyle, and the Lewis Castle Technical College, came into
being. The latter seemed destined to be of even more benefit to the people of
Lewis than the more academic Nicolson Institute.

Former pupils of the Nicolson are now to be found in all branches of
education, industry, commerce, and the services. Quite a few have held or are
holding Chairs in universities at home and overseas, and the grandson of a
crofter, the late Mr lain Macleod, became the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Whgr;ver one goes in the world, old Nicolsonians are to found holding
positions of authority.

At long last, it looks as if John Knox’s ideal of pupils being educated

L according to their abilities is being realised.
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EVICTIONS

_ The people of Lewis, in common with most Highlanders in i

century, firmly believed that they had a definite right to tl::: 'llalxﬁe:}?;h
occupied, as long as they paid their rents regularly, and performed the service)s,
demanded of them by either tacksmen or proprietor. This may have been due
to the tradition of the udal system of land tenure (where there was no feudal
superior) which probably prevailed in the island when it was under Norse
domination. However, the real reason was more likely to be that the arable |
land had been reclaimed by the relentless toil of their ancestors. ;’

The people were always closely associated with the land, and this is clearly |
indicated in a report written between 1577 and 1595, possibly for King James
VI, in which it was estimated that Macleod of Lewis could put seven hundred
fighting men into the field, over and above the tillers of the soil who had “‘to
remane at hame to labour the ground.”” (1)

After Culloden in 1746, the Highland ch'iefs were deprived of certain
privileges, but this had little effect on the relationship between the rulers and
the ruled, as far as Lewis was concerned. Everything on land, sea or air
belonged to the proprietor, who could treat his tenants as he wished, for
successive Acts of Sederunt had given him legal sanction to do this. By theseh
Acts, tenants could be removed from their lands as if they were animals, }
provided a warning of removal had been given, or an action brought against
the individuals concerned, before a judge, at least forty days before the
Whitsunday term. (2) Such legal actions did not trouble the Lewis factors
unduly. In %ﬁLgne of them considered it sufficient warning if the ground
officer gavé the tenants a verbal intimation of removing. (3)

There were three main reasons why summonses of removal could be issued
to tenants. The first of these, and the one which accounted for nine-tenths of
all summonses, was for arrears of rent. This did not mean immediate eviction,
for other legal proceedings had to be undertaken before this could take place.
However, during the nineteenth century, every Lewis tenant expected to|
receive at least one of these summonses during his life-time, a privilege which |
cost them anything up to thirty shillings.

The second reason for issuing a removal summons, was for a breach of the
peace between individuals or townships. There were many instances of this, of
which a few may be cited.

In 1797, Allan Morison, a Ness tacksman, comp
woman who not only threatened to set his house on fire,
wife because her son had been conscripted into the Militia. The tacks
alleged that the woman’s husband, John Roy,
he did not feel safe anywhere near him. Needless to say,
were evicted.

In Gravir in 1825, the factor wanted a troublesome occupant who quarrelled

’ ous thief from Eishken, (4) while

with all his neighbours exchanged for a notori Eishker .
about the same time, the ground officer for Barvas supplied the factor with a

list of persons he considered should be evicted. One was suspected of sheep

but also abused his
man also

John Roy and his wife
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lained to the factor abouta | ;,, ’/ é

was so unruly a character, that "[
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S ears with his rent; another had abscondeq for
i nisll:::ingolrnsﬁzgp stealing, and a third was a “great thief’, wh,
fo T heIlE plt]ed fleecing a neighbour’s sheep on the moors. (5)
had been detec n, and the one from which there was no _possibility of
The i rfeg:oth.e sake of land ‘improvement’, which simply meant the—
%’Bﬂa&wmhips to make way for sheeg farms. 3
Icc.:l::hiugh the Lewis evictions did not receive the same publicity, nor were

stealing as well as

le as those of Sutherland and other Highland districts, the
Eil;sego?s,elsl;:dsigfefes::d similar hardships, and endured the same harsh {treatment
at the hands of the Estate officials; migration or emigration was their lot. The
deserted villages on the Island, especially in Park and Uig, bear testimony to
the wholesale evictions which occurred.

enzie proprietors left the government of the Island chiefly in the
th:aM%g—&mfs, \sho showed little consideration f_or the people entrusted
to their care. As these proprietors seldom lived on the island for any length of
time, they may not always have known the indignities their unfortunate
tenants suffered.

As they had no security of tenure, being merely tenants-at-will, under a
presumed verbal lease, terminable at Whitsunday, any tenant who fell foul of

the factor or ground officers, had little chance of escaping eviction. (6) The

threat of *“‘Cuiridh mi as an fhearann thu’’, I shall evict you’’, was no idle

threat, and it lost nothing of its terror through constant repetition.

As early a 2 Mr Francis Humberston Mackenzie, later Lord Seaforth,
advertised the Whole parish o 1 for letting as a sheep farm, much to the
amazement of Colonel Colin M

: ackenzie of Stornoway, the first Surveyor-
General of India, who wrote to the.facto.r from Hyderbad in 1794, expressing

su:]smos:afoyth’s ficréanlcial affairs deteriorated, the number of removing
S€s increased. In 1796, there were no fewer than 358 issued, 150 for

Barvas, 133 for Uig, 44 for Lochs, and iti

e Gouttatr 44 for Lochs, and 31 for Stornoway. (8) In addition, 36 of

: were ordered to a; iff- .
shire, Mr Donald Macleod o B, ppear before the Sheriff-Depute of Ross

i . ; t eanies, or his substitute, ‘‘to hear the Decreet
B ncle7 of Removing given furth and 1 pronounced against them.”’ (9)

Bas duringt eSO and 1813, the summonses of removal were in excess of 500,
due to the co“a);:r(s)fl ?hl 8k321 e number rose to over 2,300. This was mainly
farming on 5 T scalee, elp industry, which led to the introduction of sheep

and the expansion of the fishing i e it
to employ those et P the fishing industry, wher

It was not only ¢ s 3
summonses. They fal::etosr',]evl;l}igDepum and his Substitute who issued removal

6, he handegd was also Baron Bailie, could do likewise. In
out 2
SREep-stealing, Sdotal °f.‘§@mmonses for arrears of rent and for

Allhough ev
€ry tacksma : . '
dg‘; 50 than others_ The m(l;sfo;:gd €Vict a sub-tenant, some were more likely to

5 : torious of these i iver of
Park’s caulay of Linsha G men were [ewis Maciv

LeWart’s favour: and Crossbost, and Archibald Stewaa" t of
Shcep-stcaling_ o ourite excuse for getting rid ’of his—gaf)—-‘t%na“ Lot
| 8 most aggressiye man
o > Or anybody e]
ashore op) " = alx:tasru&l::lar occasio
’

S also saj

» Who had no hesitation in

se for that matter who happened to
N, he ill-treate found
N part of hi; tack, d some fishermen he

d as he thought they were there to
that he, angq Some others, severely manhandled the
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dair Mor, the Big Weaver, a native of Seaforth Head, who had gone to
adair ’ .

oinded horses.
ftefds‘ogl; liyrother Alexander, a much more respectable man, is
}v:;ve arrived in Park with only 60 sheep, 50 of which were ewes.

Breab
yalamos 2

Stewart,
believed t0

10) itigious Dr MacAulay, ‘‘a land grabber and oppressor
The ar rogant ane N ner. (1) made ife exiremely Qi futt For R s
wih.an lh' ‘nound of flesh’ whenever possible. : .

exaptinie .0 '?/er of Gress, seldom needed an excuse for removing his tenants.

L ?jdalfllxsiness man, he showed little consideration for anyone who
A shrer with his plans. His sub-tenants, in Back and Gress, led an
mtel'ﬂ‘:ﬂi)le uncertain existence. In 1822, his tenants in Gress complained to |
unenvnah of having been dispossessed of their lands twice in as many years and |
?::[f?gme ““Edge of the Town’’ for no known reason, especially as they hadl

A . ‘“ he Da n. 12) - .
pa’ll('ih:ah;:s;iel;lltesl\?lgci\lr fougjtlxt a (duel with a Customs official in Goathill Park
in 1835. (13) the last ever to be held on the Island. However, the fight was
stopped, and the result declared a draw. & :

In 1833, Alexander Stewart, the factor, _proposed a most ambitious plan or
Lewis when he suggested that large scale improvements could be achieved by

imple arrangements. : ;

twl?i:;?ll)‘r), at the egxpiry of their leases, all the improvable lgnd in the Paylsh of
Stornoway would be lotted, on both sides of Broad Bay. Five or seven lm_es of
crossroads would be made in Point, from sea to sea, Broad Bay to the Mmch,
parallel to one another, and the intermediate land lotted and !et on _sunable
terms. This would afford several thousand people an opportunity to improve
the land, and give them access to the fishing grounds, seaware and flatfish of‘!
Broad Bay, and ling and cod from the Minch. A similar operation cg?ulﬁ bel
carried out on the great tract of improvable lands in the parish, particularly
round the town of Stornoway. The part of Ness, north of Galson, could be
treated in the same way, with reclaimed land devoted to the growth of barley
for the production of whisky,

Secondly, to populate these new allotments, the inhabitants of Uig ought to
be transferred there. The pasturable districts of Lochs, whether Carloway or
LP%P;%!EL could also be relieved of their present occupants, and the whole
tWo parishes let as grazing farms. (14)

victions began in earnest in Uig about 1823, when Kirkibost and Little _
¢rnera were cleared to become ‘part of Linshader Farm. (15) By 1825, the

amilies in the townships behind Mangersta and Mealista, Ceann Chaolais,
a ?m'f“?wa)’, and Aird Bheag, were 2 settled at Kinresort, and Aird Uig settled as
éfognlgg‘;‘;'gfsnuilty. A sheep farm was formed beside Loch Resort. (16) s
<%, the Uig tenants were deprived of their wintering islands an
T;cst dOf “E?{r moorland pasture. The houses of the Timsgarry tenants were
Wﬁﬁh\om—#‘—lmﬂo make a glebe for the Rev. Alfﬁﬂg%er qac!eb_d, an act
ministemet With a hostile reception from the (enan S, which made the
them brl unwilling at first to have any of their land in his glebe, as some of
amed him for thejr removal, and this might render his gospel
Successful with those concerned.
eahstas,a:)he lallrsgest of the townships in We;PUig. was cleared of its
out 183 i ther
Places o the lSlan‘I’% Some were sent to already ¢rowded Brenish, and o

the Islang ut the majority went to,Canada. Those left behind on

%m bl cmembered the cries of the children as they were forced to

7/74//{’/ £
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About 1851, the inhabitants of Gisla were removed at their o :
those of Carnish, Reef and Ballygl_om had no option but to 1e5“’,"ént_;1e
They were removed to other districts or sent overseas.

In 1872, the people of Bosta and those of Mangersta were likewis
at their own request, the former to_Kirkibost, as their peat supplies
running out, and the latter to Doune Carloway, because of the open po Wwere
of the village. The Croir tenants were sent to Hacklete, in 1880 alon Sition
some others from Tobson, because of overcrowding. (17) ¢ & with

w The following list of deserted Uig townships, though not complete, gives

Quest, by
eir hOmeS,

€ T€moveq

some indication of the depopulation which occurred in that parish:
Kinresort, Crola, Torraidh, Aird Mhor, Aird Bheag, Tamnabhaigh, Ce

Chuisil, Beinnisbac, Mealista, Ceann Chaolais, Bhuidhe Mhor Pz;bbaa;g}r:
Mhor, Bhacsaidh, Bernera Beag, Croir, Breidhbhig, Bosta, Cl’eidir Bail
Ghriasaich, Beiridhro, Berisaidh, Erista, Timsgarry, Bail’na Cille ,Penne
Donald, Capadal (/i\rdroil). Balnicol, Knockmagem, Drovernish, Ea,rshadery
Strome, Ceann Thulabhig, Cleitihog, Berve, Linshader, Sgeal o
Dun and SanHwncE.”w‘_s Bed asero, Morsgall,

The Parish of Lochs, excluding the Carloway portion, was always sparsely
populated, particularly the area known as Park. It was here that the first sheep
farm was formed, early in the nineteenth century by a group of Skyemen
including Lachlan Mackinnon of Corry. Their manager was a Donald Stewart:
who became tenant in 1816. On taking up an appointment in Harris, he was
succeeded in the tenancy by his two brothers, Alexander and Archibald, who
held it until 1842. These were years of sore affliction for the Park tenants, and
even yet, the name of Stewart is anathema among the descendants of those
whom they evicted. A Walter Scott held the farm from 1842-57, when it was let
to a Michael Scobie, who removed the Steimreway crofters to re-settle in

Lemreway, which had been cleared many years before. Mr Scobie made over

his lease to a Mr Sellar, until its expiry in 1883. It was then unsuccessfully
., advertised for letting, and finally let as a deer forest to Mr Joseph Platt. (18)

Both Mr and Mrs Platt were very popular in Lochs, so much so, that Mrs Platt
came to be called ““Lady’’ Platt, and her Christian name, Jessie, was bestowed
on many children. G SRy

The original Park Farm was fairly small, consisting chiefly of the area round
. Valamos, where the first farmhouse still exists. In 1823, in addition to
Valamos and the Shiant Islands, the Stewarts had only managed to gain
possession of Scaladale Mor and Beag, and Ceann Chrionaig. (19)

Some of the Park townships were probably cleared before the arrival of the
Stewarts. They were all small villages containing from about two houses, as at
Bun Chorcabhig, to twenty-three in Lemreway which was later re-settled in
1857. Before 1830, well over a hundred families, something like five t}undred
souls, were uprooted to make room for sheep. Lemreway was cleared in 1831,
Orinsay in 1838, and Eishken and Ceann Loch Shealg in_1843. (20)
Steimreway, as already stated, was cleared in 1857. .

¢ cleared townships were: Valamos Beag and Mor, Caolas an Eilean,
Bagh Claragh, Ceannamhor, Scaladale Beag and Mor, Stromas, Br inigil, Bagh
Reimsabhaigh, Smosivig, Gleann Claidh (the deepest, the most desolate, an
to the superstitious natives, the most fearful glen in Lewis), (21) Brollum,
Ceann Chrionaig, Mol Truisg, Mol Chadha Gearraidh, Ailtenish, Bidhanais.
g:?::?e:loc% Sheal.g(i Eilean Iubhaird, Isginn (Eishken), Steimrewaﬂrmsay,
, Gearr, iasai ; ilmhi ic,
Sifiord. (22) aidh Riasaidh, Bun Chorcabhig, Gilmhicpha

Other places cleared in Lochs were: Crobeg, Cleitir, Shildenish (1ater ©

Ta? Js

Ceann
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led), Ardintrpi_meA, Valtos, Keose (part), Sworda i

;gbe),‘CRf 'Gcar[aTdyCeann na Cairidh, Dalmore and [l)ea(lt;)oergt.he minister’s ".'
When Isginn and Ceann Loch Shealg were clearqd, Lh‘?ﬂle_sﬁn the hearths ,{ |
were drowned b c1als, and the inhabitants fined for not~ |/ |
evacuating the villages on the appointed day. (23) /|

The evicted were given little consideration. They were dealt with as if they
were sheep. There were no roads in South Lochs, so in most cases, [hC.pe()ple ‘
had to carry their young c’hl.ldren and their goods and chattels on their backs /
over moorland, while driving their stock before them. Some were more/|
fortunate than others in not having to travel so far to their new homes. l

Overcrowde llan received many unfortunates; others went to
Crossbost_and to_Tong, where they were not exactly welcome, while some , , -
made the long trek\to‘Glen. Tolsta and Tolsta._ In this case, the women and |4y,
children drove the stock while the men sailed with the roof timbers and other | /
heavy articles to their allotted places. On arrival, they slept under their ,,l\
upturned boats until they had built new turf-walled homes.

The parishes of Barvas and Stornoway had fewer evictions as there was
more arable ground there. Upper B leared _t:)guyt_lﬂs_gz,,to make it
into inister’s glebe. Owing to the nature of the 501!, it was a double glebe,
containing thirty acres of land formerly in the possession of the crofte'rs. (24)

South Galsom Tost its sub-tenants because it was the gr?und officer’s tack,
but North Galson was not cleared until 1863, at the tenants’ own request. As in
the case of Balmeanach and Melbost, the ground was addgd to South Gglson.
Altogether, 108 families were removed from these townships over a period of

twenty years. Many people went to Canada. :
Prigryto 184T,T]FE|E%&1 villages in the parish of Stornoway were: Gress‘i

Upper Coll, Gearraidh Ghuirm, Tong, Algmsh,_Holm, Melbost, a;h

Stoneyfield, and after 1844, Ngrth Tolit_a, Goathill, and the Gearrai

Chruaidh, Castle Grounds.
It must have been heartbreaking to see these people leav

¢ their homes. Some

incidents are still remembered, like that of the Bernera widow whg, gn t:ﬁxrr:
evicted, was rowed across to the mainland and then, accompalnkleg : y C?irascro
children, and carrying all her wordly goods on l}er back, walked to )
where she built a bothy for herself and her family.

ied the tongs when his
A four year old Tolsta boy, John Macdonald, %C,Tgé"égain e

arents had to leave their home in 1852. The family ha < of South

?ollowing year to the Moine, unreclaimed peat land _(()ln ‘hfcf,;';sg'é'?e;? for this

Tolsta. The factor was extremely generous, for he di nloter “he boy returned

bog-land for the first two years. In 1922, seventy yea;)Sil : ’

to the village from which he had been evicted as a ¢ < :ent to Lochganvich,
Angus Maclean, one of those evicted from _Reef. w’?he estate Officials came

but he was not there long before he had to emigrate. iting emigrant ship. His

and quenched his fire, and sent him away 10 t2|15e)_wal B

only cow was left standing at the back door. ( 4 as having had to abandon

- Alexander Macleod from Laxay was rcpﬁﬂ;esaisn i

three different holdings and three different od e edintroime. Another Laxay

Two of these houses were at Seaforth Head an been chased by ‘‘deet and

resident, an Angus Morison, was said o have 30 (o0 eggination. (26)

sheep",'from Uig to Dalmore before arrivmgll::j P(;Sgg to Brinigil, from where /
A John Smith, born in Eishken, was compe in B .27,

he was removed to Cleitir before finally being -Se“il:dl 828, gives some idea of
A Mr Craig, writing to Mr Stewart Macke&g%@_’ s

what these poor, uprooted people had to sutier:

163




i i — iS WOrs
A anything 1 saw _in Donegal, where T always cons € than
T/W‘} -‘f/? wretchedness to have reached its very acme. The rog?sﬁm\

¥

ﬁ

: : b the Aj

had no idea of the great _hardshlp and privation that ‘ﬁ?elrd of Tong, |

endure who are forced into new allotments, withoyt mpoor Pedple

previously arranged for their moving. The situation of the nea\:/t?rs bein
Ollers on

the Aird of Tong, at this moment, beggars description, |

’ Until I saw the actual situations of the new lotters in
|

Umap
hovels on the Estate might, in general, stand for a few yS of the Presen;

let alone, but the act of taking them down, breaks andeia 1o I they were
much that they are of comparatively little value in mo‘f‘}ures them 5o
homes—fresh timber is therefore necessary, and the ex"‘g.thenr new
demanded is so great as to more than exhaust their meansorbnam price
I am therefore deeply of the opinion that whenever a en
the people is ordered by you from one part of a t"armgto eral move of
ought to present them with the timber necessary to roof th:potgh-er’. You
and besides, good access should be made to the site of ullf Uildings,
1 habitations before they be required to leave their old: fo AR pae

; rla
arrangement at Aird of Tong, the poor people at the new lglt(so[fhzl::h :r;;

suffering the greatest hardship, many of them de
3 » e, em_dead, 1
disease brought on, I have no doubt, from the unwholeso?n"e1 sti(t)llx(zia’t‘fmsn
which they have been forced to plant themselves. e

To erect their cabins, the sward has been taken off th i
the intended road which has now become a morass, dange;vc:]uosl%;n;o?lf

in of their cabins baffles my comprehension, for the men h i
f > ave literally t
step up to the knee in mud, the moment they quit their threshold. 2’28(;

L man and beast, to set their foot upon: how the children contrive out and

There were many places worse than Aird of Ton i i

Wi g, with no one to describe

the conditions. Even New Shawbost, where most of i

weée plz;;ced, was not much better. : O St lan
y 1850, the farms formed from the deserted townshi !

g ps were: South
galson, North l?ell mgll gnd land, Dalbeag, Gress, Coll, Melbost, Holm,
Ttoneyﬁeld, Arnish, Aignish, Goathill, Crobeag, Valtos (Lochs) and Eilean
L_orray, Mealista, Ardroil, Timsgarry and Eilean Vacsey, and the largest of all,

inshader. (29) Most of those were occupied by farmers from the mainland.

Other farms Wwere created later- Datmore was added to Dalbeag in 1853

Manor Farm in 1851, North Tolsta and Tong in 1853, and Mangersta in 1873.

Park, Aline, Morsgail and Scaliscro became geer forests, Park ir—% 1866, and the

others about 1850. (30) arx I o

Si N_llr Mackay, the factor, might say that it was not for the sake of profit that
ir James Matheson cleared any one township, but because the crofters could

?ot make a living from it and so were unable to pay the rent. (31) This may be
rue, but the fact remains that successive Lewis proprietors did evict thel

E?nimry’ forcing many to leave the island, while others were sent t0 places
’w ere hardly a snipe could live.” (32)
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EMIGRATION

During the eighteenth century, Stornoway was a port of call for many ships
trading with North America, so the Islanders were not entirely ignorant of
conditions on the other side of the Atlantic. The few soldiers who returned
from service in America during the Seven Years’ War, as well as the time-
expired servants of the Hudson Bay Company, all contributed to their
knowledge of conditions overseas.

Early emigration from the Island was entirely voluntary, and was chiefly
confined to the tacksman class and their dependants, as well as a few
tradesmen.

In 1773, no fewer than 840 people emigrated from Lewis, causing so much
consternation, that the proprietor, Lord Fortrose, @‘ﬂo_egt,mnsm_hmim
in London, rushed to the Island to try and stop any further departures. His
tenants told him that they would only stay if they were given the land at their
former rents, the excess rental for the previous three years refunded, and the
immediate dismissal of the factor. (1)

Lord Fortrose evidently paid little attention to their demands, for the
following year, 1774, two ships, the Friendship, and the Peace and Plenty,
sailed from Stornoway for Philadelphia and New York respectively, carrying
over a hundred emigrants between them, among whom was the future
Canadian explorer, Alexander Mackenzie, then aged twelve. Along with his
aunts, he was on his way to join his father and his uncle John ‘‘Ready Money”’
Maciver, in New York. Some Morisons, descendants of the Brieve, also
emigrated at this time. (2)

In 1776, the outbreak of the American War of Independence checked the
tide of emigration. When it was eventually resumed, Canada was the main
destination.

In 1803, three ships sailed from Stornowa for Pictou, Nova Scotia.

“This steady loss of manpower was not all‘% the liking of the lairds. As long
as the kelp trade was profitable, the more people employed in it meant larger
revenues. In 1803, they managed to have an Act of Parliament passed which
severely curtailed this movement of population. By 1811, regulations were
eased slightly, and in the same year, seventy-six people, mostly from Skye, left
Stornoway for Pictou and Prince Edward | Island,... ;

For some years, the Hudson Bay Company had an agent in Stornoway to
recruit men for the fur trade in Canada, locally called the Talamh Fuar, Cold__
L‘ang_._'l“hese men were engaged for a minimum period of three years, and were
given free passages there and back. Many lads took advantage of these terms,
and in 1811, one hundred and nine sailed the Atlantic, not all of whom
returned home again. The life in Northern Canada appealed to many of them,
as they got on well with the Indians and the Eskimos. Some married lndl_ap
girls, and in any case, there was not much difference between a_beehive
shieling in Lewis and a wigwam or an igloo in Canada. Some of those who
returned brought their families with them. Perhaps the most outstanding

athlete the island ever produced had a Red Indian mother. —,
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